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but I am bound to warn the public that it is equally likely
that they may be collected and knavish.

At all events, to prohibit the play is to protect the evil
which the play exposes ; and in view of that fact, I see no
reason for assuming that the prohibitionists are disinterested
moralists, and that the author, the managers, and the per-
formers, who depend for their livelihood on their personal
reputations and not on rents, advertisements, or dividends,
are grossly inferior to them in moral sense and public
responsibility.

It is true that in Mrs Warren's Profession, Society, and
not any individual, is the villain of the piece; but it does
not follow that the people who take offence at it are all
champions of society. Their credentials cannot be too
carefully examined.